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o f ch i l d a b use and ad u l t ab u s e r e g i s t e r s . The l i cen s i n g p r o c ess
i ncludes a mo r e det ai l ed l o o k a t t he f am i l y ' s h o me, i nc l u d i n g
s tandards such as r at i o o f ch i l dr e n t o ad u l t s , space avai l ab l e
for t he chi l d , and san i t at i on . A f t er t he l i cens i n g o r ba s i c
approval process is completed, a home study is done prior to the
p lacement o f a wa r d o f t h e st a t e i n t he ho m e. As we we i g h t he
decis io n o f pl ac i n g a chi l d wi t h a non l i ce n sed f a m i l y member o r
a l i c e nsed nonfami l y member, i t i s mos t o f t en i n t he ch i l d ' s
best interests, and far less traumatic, to place him or her with
t hei r f a m i l y . Whi l e t r a i ni n g o f r el at i ve s c a n b e h e l p fu l , w e d o
n ot b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s e s se n t i a l t o t h e qu a l i t y o f t he c h i l d ' s
c are by t h a t r e l at i ve . The r el at i ve pr o v i d i n g f os t e r ca r e d e a l s
only w i t h t he pa r t i cu l a r c h i l d ' s c i r c ums t a n c e s a n d i s su e s , a n d
doesn't necessarily need to know about all the brc~der range of
circumstances and issues that other foster parents who care for
unrela te d chi l dr e n f a c e o v e r a per i o d o f t i m e a n d i n car i n g f or
a var i e t y o f ch i l d r en . By r emov i n g t he l i cens i n g t r ai ni ng
requi rement fo r r e l at i ve s o nl y , we b e l i ev e , an d t h i s i s f r om t he
department , mo r e re l at i ve s w i l l becom e l i cens e d f o s t e r ™are
h omes r a t h er t h a n ap p r o v ed f o s t e r ho me s . I n a d d i t i o n t o
a l l o w i n g t h em t o c l a i m I V - E f u n d s , i t wi l l me an t h a t r e l a t i v e
homes will have a broader assessment required by the remaining
l i cens in g st and a r d s. A l t hou g h t he b i l l wou l d al l ow t he
d epar t men t t o wa i v e t h e t r a i n i ng r eq u i r e m en t f o r r e l a t i v e s , i t
would st i l l b e t h e g o a l o f t h e de p a r t me nt t o c o n t i nu e t o
encourage relatives t o ta k e adv antage o f these train ing
opportunities. Again, this bill, this waiver that we' re talking
about , as f ar a s wa i v i ng t h e t r a i n i n g r eq u i r eme n t , wo u l d be f o r
relatives only, and would not be given to all r e]ztives. The
federal regulations which al low st ates to use the waiver are
c lear that it must be considered on a c a se-by-case b asis, a nd
must take in t o con sideration safety is sues an d the best
interests of the child. If the determination is made tha t a
speci f i c r e l a t i v e i nd ee d d o es n ee d t he t r a i n i n g i n or de r t o
p rov i d e s a f e t y , t o mee t . . . i n o r d e r t o p r ov i d e sa f e t y a n d m e e t a
chi l d ' s ne e ds , t h e n t h e t r a i n i ng r eq u i r em e n t wou l d no t b e
waived. I would ask for the Legislature's support of this bill.
Would be happy to answer any questions that you may have. And
again , t h e b i l l c ame ou t o f co mmi t t e e wi t h a c ommi t t e e
amendment. With the committee amendment, the vote wa s 7 t o 0,
u nanimous o n b e h a l f o f t h e c om m i tt e e . I su pp o r t t he c om m i tt e e
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